
Patient 
commenced on HD 
with haemodialysis 

line 

Unplanned HD Starter Vascular Access Pathway                                                                                              
Pathway Inclusion 
Criteria:

Patients who have 
bypassed AKCC and who 
have commenced dialysis 
on a line

 

Patient 
to remain on 

HD?

HD new starter: 
Consultant nephrologist 
review within 2 weeks of 
starting HD to determine 
if  vascular access plan 

required

Patient seen in vascular 
access clinic with 

appropriate scanning. 
Care plan agreed and 

Fistula formation booked 
on the day. TCI within 2 

weeks of VA clinic 
assessment  

CNS 
maturation 

review within 
4 - 6 weeks 
of surgery 

Start to 
needle 

fistula: after 3 
x successful 

attempts, 
book removal 

of line

Fistula needs 
further 

intervention 

Surgery 
takes place 

Aim for line removal 
within 90 days 

Appropriate 
internal referrals 

made for ongoing 
patient care

Care options and 
treatment plans agreed 

with patient. Referrals for  
CNS education and 

support aligned with RRT 
assessment and 

Vascular Access one 
stop clinic outcomes 

yesNo

Pathway Metrics:

Time between starting dialysis 
and line removal/ fistula 
needling

Time from starting dialysis to 
surgery

Time from surgery to line 
removal

Time from surgery to needling
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